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SUBJECT: VISIT OF FRENCH FOREIGN MINISTER TO JORDAN 

1 . FOREIGN MINISTER DE GUIRINGAUD VISITED JORDAN 20-21 
FEBRUARY ON HEELS OF SECRETARY VANCE. GOJ PLAYED 
FRENCH MINISTERS STAY IN COMPARATIVELY LOWER KEY 
FOCUSING HIS ITINERARY AROUND THE CABINET RATHER THAN THE 
ROYAL PALACE AS IN SECRETARY VANCE'S CASE. DE GUIRINGAUD 
MET AND LUNCHED WITH KING HUSSEIN, BUT MOST OF HIS TIME 
SPENT WITH PRIME MINISTER BADRAN, MINISTER OF STATE FOR 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS IBRAHIM, AND CROWN PRINCE HASSAN, WITH WHOM 
HE DISCUSSED JORDANS ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS. AS 

IF TO COMPENSATE FOR SECOND ECHELON TREATMENT, FRENCH 
FOREIGN MINISTER WAS AWARDED JORDAN STAR MEDAL AS 
EXPRESSION OF JORDAN-FRANCE FREINDSHIP. 

2 . ACCORDING TO PRESS JORDANIANS IN DISCUSSIONS 
WITH DE GUIRINGAUD REPEATED FAMILIAR PRINCIPLES 
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THAT PEACE SETTLEMENT REQUIRES TOTAL WITHDRAWAL FROM 
OCCUPIED TERRITORIES ENSURING RIGHTS OF PALESTINIANS 
PEAPLE AND PEACE AND SECURITY GUARANTEES FOR ALL STATES 
IN THE AREA. AS FOR PEACE PROCESS JORDANIANS RESTATED 
THEME OF EARLIEST POSSIBLE RECONVENING OF GENEVA CONFERENCE 
ESSENTIAL PARTICIAPTION OF PLO AND GOJ PARTICIPATION 
AS CONFRONTATION STATE. DE GUIRINGAUD REPORTED BY 
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PRESS AS EMPHASIZING IMPORTANCE OF ESTABLISHING 
PALESTINIAN "HOMELAND" WITH INTERNATIONAL GUARANTEES, 
RECONVENING GENEVA CONFERENCE EARLIEST POSSIBLE 
OPPORTUNITY AND FRANCE'S WILLINGNESS TO ATTEND GENEVA 
IF INVITED. IN INTERVIEW WITH LOCAL IOURNALISTS 
FRENCH FOREIGN MINISTER QUITED AS ADDING THAT 
PALESTINIANS MUST PARTICIPATE IN PEACE NEGOTIATIONS 
AND THAT FRANCE FROM ITS HISOTRY IN THE REGION AND 
ITS POSITION AS PERMANENT MEMBER OF UNSC HAS A ROLE 
TO PLAY IN MIDDLE EAST PEACE PROCESS. 

3. FRENCH EMBASSY COUNSELOR TOLD EMBOFF THAT 
DE GUIRINGAUD’S EXPRESSION OFFRANCE’S WILLINGNESS 

TO PARTICIPATE IN GENEVA CONFERENCE REPRESENTS SEVERAL 
STEPS FORWARD FROM MORE HESITANT POSITION THAT 
PRESIDENT D-ESTAING TOOK ON QUESTION DURING HIS VISIT 
TO SAUDI ARABIA LAST MONTH. BY SAME TOKEN DE 
GUIRIN GAUDS USE OF TERM PAT .F.STTNI AN"HOMF.I .AND" RATHER 
THAN "STATE ’OR "POLITICAL ENTITY" INTERPRETED BY 
LOCAL FRENCH EMBASSY AS STEP BACK FROM FOREIGN MINISTERS 
FORWARD POSITION ON THIS QUESTION SEVERAL MONTHS AGO. 
LOCAL PRESS REPORTS THAT DE GUIRIN GAUD CALLED FOR 
INTERNATIONAL GUARANTEES FOR PALESTINIAN HOMELAND ARE 
MYSTERY TO FRENCH EMBASSY OFFICIAL WHO RECALL NO SUCH 
SUGGESTION BY THEIR VISITING FOREIGN MINISTER. PRESS 
APPARENTLY MISTOOK QUESTION FOR DISCUSSION THAT OCCURRED 
OF INTERNATIONAL GUARANTEES FOR ENTIRE PEACE SETTLEMENT. 
ONLY OTHER ITEM OF NOTE BEYOND PRESS REPORTS OF VISIT 
ACCORDING TO FRENCH EMBASSY COUNSELOR WAS FRENCH 
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OFFICIALS'S IMPRESSION THAT GOJ REMAINS STRONGLY 
COMMITED TO RABAT PRINCIPLE GIVING PLO SOLE RESPON- 
SIBILITY FOR PALESTINIANS MATTERS BECAUSE GOJ BELIEVES PLO IS 
SERIOUSLY EXPANDING ITS BASE BEYOND MILITANTS TO 
INCLUDE ALL SHADES OF PALESTINIANS OPINION. FRENCH 
EMBASSY COUNSELOR SAID HIS EMBASSY PREVIUSLY 
ASSUMED GOJ DOUBTED PLO WOULDCHANGE THAT MUCH. 

4. COMMENT: WE CONTINUE TO BELIEVE GOJ HAS THE 
STRONGEST DOUBTS ABOUT THE PLO'S INTENTION AND 
LIKELINHOOD OF SIGNIFICANT CHANGING ITS INTERNAL 
POWER STRUCTURE AND ITS POLICIES. GOJ’S PUBLIC 
ADHERENCE TO RABAT PRINCIPLE ABOUT PLO DERIVES FROM 
ITS INTENTION NOT TO MOVE TOO FAR AHEAD OF OTHER 
ARAB STATES IN EXPLORING A JORDANIANS ROLE IN 
PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS. 

PICKERING 
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